Acute interstitial pneumonitis in a patient receiving a FOLFOX-4 regimen plus cetuximab treated with pulse therapy.
We report a case of acute interstitial pneumonitis and respiratory failure occurring in a 69-year-old, previously healthy patient receiving FOLFOX regimen plus cetuximab for colon cancer. Association between this chemotherapy regimen and interstitial pneumonitis is rarely reported in the literature. We treated the patient with pulse steroid therapy, and improvement in respiratory function and decreased pulmonary infiltrations demonstrated good response to steroids use. However, the patient ultimately expired from respiratory complications after 98 days from admission, possibly due to secondary infection. Both oxaliplatin and cetuximab have rarely been associated with interstitial pneumonitis, and our case may serve as an important reference for physicians notice in patients receiving these chemotherapeutic agents.